
 
 

 
On behalf of the Skokomish Tribe (“Tribe”), we submit these comments on 

Ecology’s revised Water Quality Assessment for 2002/2004 (‘~Assessment”). The 
Tribe is disappointed that Ecology has decided remove the North Fork from the 
§303(d) list, to relegate it to a  

category without a compliance plan or compliance deadlines, and to not 
address the specific comments in our letter dated September 23, 2004, which 
commented on Ecology’s preliminary draft. As we discussed in our earlier letter, the 
Clean Water Act dictates that low flows caused by dams are pollutants, directly result 
in the discharge of other pollutants, and cause violations of water quality standards 
for criteria such as dissolved oxygen and temperature. 
 

Ironically, while Ecology has removed the North Fork from the §303(d) list, it 
has added to the § 303(d) list nine new water body segments in southern Hood Canal 
for violating dissolved oxygen standards. As Ecology is aware, numerous studies 
demonstrate the connection between the Cushman hydroelectric project, increased 
flooding, and the filling in of the estuary and delta. Our September 23, 2004, letter 
listed some of these studies, including those authored by oceanographer Dr. David 
Jay. It makes no sense for Ecology to list southern Hood Canal, whose pollution is 
attributable to some degree to the Cushman Project, while de-listing the North Fork. 
 

Moreover, Ecology’s own data makes clear that the Skokomish River 
watershed and estuary remains unhealthy, and that the Skokomish watershed’s 
problems are largely due to the Project’s diversion of nearly half of the flow out-of-
watershed to Hood Canal. Ecology still lists the North Fork as violating parameters of 
instream flow, temperature, dissolved oxygen and fecal coliform; and the mainstem 
Skokomish as violating fecal coliform, pH, ammonia-N, dissolved oxygen, pH and 



temperature. 
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We respectfully urge Ecology to reinstate the North Fork on the § 303(d) list 
and take all other necessary action to bring the North Fork, mainstem and estuary into 
compliance with the applicable water quality standards. 
 
 

Sincerely yours,  
MORISSET, SCHLOSSER, JOZWIAK & 
McGAW  
 
s/ Mason D. Morisset 

 
 

Mason D. Morisset 
 
 
Cc: Joan Marchioro, Esq., Assistant Attorney General, Ecology 

Keith Dublanica, Skokomish Natural Resources 
Dave Herrera, Skokornish Fisheries 
Marty Ereth, Skokomish Fisheries 
Brian Collins, Esq., Skokomish Reservation Attorney 




